Nitrogen estimation in biological samples by use of chemiluminescence.
We describe an apparatus modified for the chemiluminescent estimation of nitrogen in biological and clinical samples. Analytical characteristics have been assessed and results compared with those by the traditional Kjeldahl method. The chemiluminescence method, much faster and more sensitive than the traditional method, is at least as accurate, precise, and reproducible. Costs are low, and the method should find a place in laboratories needing, for example, rapid assessments of nitrogen balance in surgical patients and renal function in patients with renal failure, or estimations of small amounts of specific nitrogen-containing chemical substances in biological samples.